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teenth and nineteenth centuries found the temple-women
taking a prominent part at all the chief temples. It is obvi-
ous to see from the more detailed accounts that here we have
the fuller and more developed form of the system of sacred
prostitution as compared with what we find farther north.

The privileges of dedicating a girl to the deity are fully
realised by the lower Sudra castes and, as we see by the
strange system of basivis, they can actually perform the
obsequies of the parents in the place of the son. As the duty
to the dead is of such great importance to the Hindu, it can
at once be realised that not only are the dedicated prostitutes
regarded with favour, but in many cases are entrusted with
the performing of the most sacred duties, thus enabling their
parents to die in peace.

On the other hand, the status of the deva-dasi is not held
in the high consideration it once was, and modern education
in India has done much to open the eyes of a more enlightened
generation.

Surveying the total evidence here collected, the reader
naturally asks himself how it was that the sacred and profane
became thus united; or, in other words, what was the real
origin of " sacred " prostitution. Numerous theories exist
as to the true explanation of this strange custom, but none
is entirely satisfactory. It will, however, help us in our
inquiry to list the chief:

1.  It is a substitute for human sacrifice, being an offering
to the deity in order to appease him or to secure blessings for
the country in question and its inhabitants.

2.  It is an expiation for individual marriage as a tem-
porary recognition of pre-existing communal marriage.

3.  It springs from the custom of providing sexual hospi-
tality for strangers; and if such hospitality be offered by the
mortal wife of a deity, good would be bound to result.

4.  It is a rite to ensure the fruitfulness of the ground and
the increase of man and beast on the principle of homoeopathic
magic.

5.  It arises from the secular and precautionary practice
of destroying a bride's virginity by someone other than the
bridegroom.

6.  It merely represents the licentious worship of a people,
subservient to a degraded and vicious priesthood.

7.  It is a part of the phallic worship which existed in
India from- early Dravidian times.